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Abstract 
Business Education programmes as being run by the tertiary institutions 
in the country certainly is crying for reforms. Curriculum reform is one of 
the necessities that can give the entire programme a holistic reform. 
Business Education by its definition and objectives is expected to 
prepare its learners with enabling computer skills capable of making 
them fit into the world of work in the contemporary globalized economy 
that is ICT-driven. The place of computer education/courses in the 
curriculum of Business Education programmes is, therefore, examined 
in this paper, and considered a necessity around which other business 
education courses should be woven. 

Introduction 
Business Education Programme in 

Nigeria is long over due for a reform. This 
can only be made possible through a 
drastic reform of the contents of these 
programmes. The contents in this regard 
have to do with the curriculum, the 
equipment, the personnel, structures and 
facilities and to some extent, the learners 
and eventual products of the programmes. 
The need for this perceived reform stem 
from the trend of 21st century society in the 
globalized world. It is obvious that the 
world economy of today is woven round 
the globalized economy that is seriously 
ICT - driven. Therefore, any preparation 
of future economy drivers without the 
enablement to manage the 21st century 

economic environment with its challenges 
is a failure. 

Business Education by its 
objectives and philosophy is expected to 
prepare its products as follows: 

Business Education at NCE level 
is to: 

1. produce  well-qualified      and 
competent   NCE   graduates   
in Business Education subjects 
in our secondary schools and 
other related educational 
institutions; 

2. produce  NCE        Business 
Education teachers who will be 
involved in  the much desired 
revolution  of        vocational 
development    right    from    
the primary and secondary 
schools; 
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3. produce Business teachers who 
will  be able  to  inculcate   the 
vocational  aspects of Business 
Education into the society; 

4. equip  students with   necessary 
competencies so as  to  qualify 
(hem for a   post-NCE   degree 
programme in        Business 
Education; 

5. equip graduates with  the  right 
skills that will enable them to 
engage in a life of work in the 
office as well   as    for   self- 
employment. 

At the degree level, Business 
Education programme is required among 
other things, to prepare its products who 
should have: 

1. respect for the work and dignity of 
the individual; 

2. respect  for the dignity of labour 
and promotion  of the emotional, 
physical and psychological health 
of all children/students; 

3. capability of   teaching   business 
courses and effectively occupying 
leadership positions in secondary 
schools, especially  in  the Junior 
and  senior  secondary    schools, 
Technical  colleges  and    Trade 
centres; 

4. training for employment and in the 
training schemes of business and 
industrial establishments and co- 

   operative colleges, as well as in the 
var ious rura l and urban 
development schemes; 

5. preparation for advanced studies in 
Business Education; 

6.  the acquisition of appropriate skills,  
abilities and competencies both  
mental and physical as equipment   for   
the individual to l ive   in    and  
contribute   to   the development of his 
or her society. 
In summary, the goals and objectives of 

Business Education can be summed up in 
preparing the learners for a life of work and 
economic self-reliance through 
self-employment in addition to, or in the    
absence  of paid  employment. 
(Ugiagbe, 2003; Oyenuga, 2003). 

The Place of   Computer   in   Business 
Education Computer is the main thing in 
the information technology driven 
economy prevalent   in   the  
contemporary business world.    
(Okwanaso and Ohakwe, 2006). 
According to Stair and Stair, (2001:1) 
The concerns were indicative of 
the extent to which the computer 
plays a role in every aspect of 
our lives today.    Not only are 
our  business  and government 
computer-dependent, but 

computers  now have a 
tremendous impact on the way 
irt' live, play, and learn as well. 

Besides, in their views, our 
economy today has an infrastructure with 
computers as its heart. Information 
systems are used to create, store, and 
transfer information vital in today's 
businesses, and they permeate many 
aspects of our lives. This view was 
collaborated by Obayi, (2005), and Idih, 
(2005). Nigeria has long joined the 
globalized economy through the services 
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of information and communication 
technology, which, of course, has 
computer as the bedrock. After all, 
massive computerization of human 
activities is taking place in other countries 
both developed and developing (Obayi, 
2005). 

Business Education, by its  
definition and objectives, seeks to prepare 
products that can fit into the contemporary 
business world. It is obvious that modern 
office is characterized by some features 
such as automation and computerization of 
most activities, routine and otherwise; 

Since Business Education prepares 
people for business life and economy, the 
computer in such training becomes 
imperative for reasons such as: 
1. Most office activities are fast being 

computerized; 
2. Some communication gadgets in the 

modern office operate  on   computer 
keys and principles; 

3. A   business   educator   that   
prepares future office   operators   
should be computer compliant/skilled 
himself in order to ensure effective 
impartation of modern      knowledge      
in business education; 

4. Career opportunities are available now 
more  in  computer-related job   areas 
than   any  other  area     of    job 
opportunities; 

5. The students of 21st century appear to 
understand the language of computer 
better  and   faster  than  other  
subject 
areas of Business Education because of 
the interest to join  the  world   fast 
enough; 

 

6. It facilitates learning and research as 
computer education is the vehicle for 
internet accessibility   from    where 
information on every area of human 
endeavour is accessed; 

7. Besides,  in business    and    office 
activities, computer is needed for a lot 
of personal activities.   The versatility 
of this electronic device lends itself to 
diverse uses  providing   innumerable 
benefits to individuals and society. 

As a matter of fact, the use of 
computer is inexhaustible. The computer 
can even perform a lot of functions that 
office workers are employed to perform 
such as recording, analyzing, sorting, 
retrieving and giving out of information. 
These being the primary functions of an 
office (Gankroger, 1988, Igbinoba, 2000). 

Issues, Prospects and Problems  
The place of computer education 

in Business Education in Nigeria 
undoubtedly generates a number of issues, 
A number of poignant questions quickly 
come to mind whenever computer  
education is mentioned alongside this 
emerging discipline of Business Education. 
For example, questions like: do the current 
curriculum for Business Education 
programmes in our various educational 
institutions sufficiently provide for serious 
training on computer studies .• or 
programmes as required by the demand of 
the contemporary ICT - driven economy? 
Are computer sets readily and sufficiently 
available in these our educational 
institutions especially in the Business 
Education departments? How much can 
the Business Education departments in 
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these educational institutions boost of 
computer experts among their academic 
personnel capable of teaching and 
imparting the computer skills to Business 
Education students? How much are the 
management of these institutions  
appreciate the need to fund the Business 
Education departments in their respective 
schools towards effective study and 
production of computer-skilled Business 
Education graduates? Do Business 
Education students actually appreciate the 
fact that a Business Education graduate 
remains irrelevant without adequate 
computer skill in the job-demand of the 
modern office, as well as the contemporary 
business world driven by ICT? These and 
other agitating issues dominate the thought 
of the subject matter of this discourse. 

Curriculum Issue 
A cursory look at curricular of 

Business Education programmes at various 
levels of tertiary inslilutions would readily 
reveal a near total absence of provision for 
computer education. 

At NCE level, the curriculum 
prescribed for Colleges of Education 
running business education programme 
shows that of a total of forty-one core 
courses being offered in the three years 
business education programme, only two 
courses are computer based - BED 228 
(Computer Appreciation), and BEA 318 
(Computer Appreciation), (NCCE, 
2002:25). 

At degree level, the observation is 
even startling. Out of a total of fifty (50) 
courses required for graduation, it is only 
one among the core courses is on computer 

studies (MTU 200, Introduction to 
Computer or CSE 100 Computer  
Appreciation (Department of Vocational 
Adult Education, academic programme, 
UN1ZIK 1993; Department of Vocational 
and Technical Education, DELSU 
Academic Programme 2005), Ndinechi 
and Okercke, (2005). 

In Polytechnics, the curriculum 
position for Business Education - related 
course is not different. The curriculum for 
National Diploma in Secretarial Studies 
provides for a total of twenty-six courses. 
Computer studies were not provided for at 
all, apart from the Word Processing 
courses. At Higher National Diploma 
level the situation is the same. A total of 
twenty-five courses are contained in the 
curriculum without a single course in 
computer studies (NBTE, 1989). 

These are institutions that are 
required to prepare and produce graduates 
for the 21s' century characterized with 
automated and computerized offices. The 
curriculum design for Business education 
programmes at various institutions of 
higher learning in Nigeria, appears not to 
be ready to produce graduates for the 
demand of 2 Is1 century business world. 

The curricular of Business 
Education programmes at institutions of 
higher learning in the country can, at a 
glance, show thus: 

 

S/N Programme Total 
Courses 

Computer 
Course 

I. NCE 41 2 
2. ND 26 - 
3. HND 25 - 
4. B.Sc./B.Ed 50 3 
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The availability of facilities for 
teaching and learning of computer studies 
in the educational institutions in this 
country is a different matter. In an era of 
e-business, e-commerce, e-banking, and in 
fact, when all the global economy is 
ICT-driven, the situation of bo'th 
knowledge and training with computers 
in our institutions is regrettably and 
abysmally low. Most of the Business 
Education departments in such institutions 
are still Starved of computer facilities. 
(Igbinoba, 2000; Rapport and Sviokla, 1994; 
Winston et al, 1997). Studies conducted 
quite reveal inadequacy of equipment for 
ins truct ions in mos t  educa tional  
institutions, particularly 1CT gadgets 
(Chuka, 2001; Chukwumezie, 2001; Esene 
and Igbaraese, 1993). 

Ill-equipped business education 
graduates with regard to information 
technology is worse than an illiterate. We 
are quite aware that most available jobs in 
the modern office are strictly tied to the 
knowledge and skill in ICT. In fact, it is a 
pre-requisite for any gainful employment 
in the modern day Nigeria. 

Training our Business Education 
Students for the computerized office raises 
the issue of the quality of the teacher. The 
dictum of you cannot give what you have 
not still holds sway especially in the field 
of teaching and learning. In other words, 
every teacher can, at best, replicate 
himself. It is a common knowledge that 
not many Business Educators are skilled 
and well knowledgeable in the use of ICT 
equipment, let alone imparting the skill or 
knowledge to the learners. The reluctance 
of some of this class of lecturers/teachers 

to improve themselves technologically 
raises a lot of doubt on the prospect of our 
Business Education undergraduates in the 
highly competitive global economy driven 
by ICT. Curriculum has not provided for 
serious studies in computer; schools lack 
computer sets and other IT gadgets, but 
even if all these are in place, who utilizes 
them to prepare the learners. Curriculum 
can be amended within weeks; equipment 
can be procured within days, but 
manpower or skills in them cannot be 
updated or personnel produced with 
months. 

Generally, the management of 
various institutions of learning hardly 
gives serious thought to the funding of 
Business Education departments for the 
promotion of the programme. Both 
equipping and running business education 
programmes is capital intensive. This is a 
point why many schools management do 
not want to venture into adequate funding of 
business education programme. Cogent as 
this reason sounds, it is not as strong as the 
lack of interest and understanding in the 
Business Education programme. Because 
Business Education is relatively new and 
emerging discipline, not many of the elites 
quite understand what it is all about, 
inoreso, as it is capital intensive compared 
to other literary courses that boost ego and 
look prestigious as well as generally 
welcome by the ill-informed society. 
Therefore, failure to appreciate the need 
and importance of Business Education in 
the ICT-driven economy greatly 
contributes to inadequate funding of the 
programme. After all, when there is a will, 
there is a way, they say. 
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Besides, the issue of the extent the 
students of Business Education are 
interested and keen of acquiring computer 
education is another matter. To what 
extent are they aware that without 
deep-rooted and skilled knowledge of 
computer, their prospect of employment and 
effective participation in the global 
economic activities in the 21st century is 
actually bleak. If they do, they can go full 
length to acquire the knowledge and 
computer skill within and outside the school 
environment. They can go beyond the 
conservative programme enunciated by the 
curricula of Business Education, which has 
little or nothing for them in respect of 
computer education. 

Recommendations  
1. The   curriculum   for      Business 

Education programmes at every level 
of  higher  education  should    be 
reviewed    to  make      computer 
education a central focal point. 

2. At NCE  level,  not  less than  
four courses of deepening degrees 
should be included in the three years 
course. The same should apply to 
degree and HND programmes. 

3. The umbrella professional body of 
ABEN should intensify pressure on 
the government for a review of the 
curricular of various institutions to 
adequately redress the  anomaly  in 
the Business Education programmes 
to make it more progressive rather  
than conservative. 

4. Intensive  publicity   and     public 
enlightenment programme should be 
embarked upon by the ABEN with a 

view to wooing the management of 
various educational institutions 
towards appreciating the place of 
Business Education in the global 
emerging economy. 

Conclusion 
Business Education, by its 

philosophy, definition and functions, is 
expected among other things, to produce 
graduates that can fit into the office of 21st 

century. It is not over statement to say 
that life activities in this technological era 
are built on computer. Many offices are 
computerized if not automated. It, 
therefore, behooves
 educational 
programmes like Business Education to 
adequately prepare their products for 
offices where computers are fast becoming 
medium of communication. It  then 
follows that other courses in Business 
Education programme are expected to be 
woven round computer education for goal 
attainment in Business Education. 
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